
         28/05/2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

On Tuesday we welcomed back our students in Prep, Year 1 and 2 to onsite learning. The smiles were huge and 

that was not only the student’s faces, but also the faces of staff and I am sure, for most families, a huge weight 

and responsibility off their shoulders. It certainly has been a very different term with lots of challenges for all 

concerned. We are looking forward to seeing the rest of our students on-site on Tuesday the 9th of June. As a 

whole school community we have managed to work together to continue the education of your child/children 

and our students.  It has been a huge achievement on everyone’s part, teachers, students and parents.  

Thank you to the parents for respecting the request to not enter the school grounds or buildings. You are 

working to help keep our staff safe and teaching your child.  There has been enough disruption to the school year 

without anymore. Remember to stay in vehicles when collecting your child and if you can’t please socially 

distance from each other.  

Staff  

I always say that I am proud to be the principal of Specimen Hill Primary School and proud of my staff, and during 

this term, it has never been truer. The staff have responded to the challenge of this term, in such a positive and 

fantastic manner. Teachers have gone from struggling in the initial phase of flexible and remote learning to 

delivering a quality program. No doubt mistakes were made and things were not always perfect, but as we say to 

our student’s, mistakes are the way that we learn and this is no different from adults. In addition to this your 

contribution and support of your child cannot be underestimated. If only we could hold the Food Fair and movie 

night to celebrate together. Something we can look forward to possibly later in the year.  

Return of borrowed equipment/library books  

Thank you to those people who have returned ipads, books etc. It is very much appreciated. Please keep these 

coming in. We are hoping that all borrowed equipment/books will be returned as soon as possible.  

How we are protecting staff 

Daily instruction time 

All students will receive five hours of instruction per day minus 10 minutes whilst we stagger the departure of 

students.  

Reporting  

There are considerable changes to this due to remote and flexible learning having been in place. I will 

communicate these very soon.  

Reading at Home 

Please ensure your child is reading every school night. This is one of the most important skills for students to 

acquire and essential in life and for future education. Please work with us to ensure that this interrupted term has 

minimal impact on your child’s education.  

Library Books 

During this time, Mrs Young has been very busy ordering new library books. There are many books, in particular 

novels that have been on the shelves for decades. We are aiming to remove these and replace with new additions 

as these are still great books but are not appealing for students to borrow. Please keep returning those library 

books. 



 

Excursions/Incursions/ Assemblies  

As part of the guidelines these have been postponed until further notice. We will endeavour to have all planned 

excursions and incursions happen down the track. If you have already paid for an activity and it has not gone 

ahead by the end of the year your money will be refunded or credited to your account.  

Water Bottles 

Students are currently not allowed to drink from bubbler taps. Every student is required to bring a named water 

bottle that can be refilled when required.  

Social Distancing/Sick students  

Please adhere to these guidelines when dropping and picking up your child from the school. You must make sure 

that you remain 1.5 metres apart. Please keep sick students at home. This is very important for everyone’s health. 

Staggered start/finishing times 

When students from Years 3-6 return to on-site learning, there will be a staggered pick up in place. However, 

because we have lots of entry points to the school all classes will begin at 9.00 am. All students will be required to 

hand sanitise on entering the school grounds.  

Additional Cleaning 

The school will be undergoing additional cleaning. High touch points will be cleaned throughout the day along 

with bubbler taps. Students will wash or use hand sanitiser before and after eating.  

Sensory Garden- visit the web-site to see the virtual tour 

This project has been completed. Students have been enjoying the space. I will include some pictures for you to 

see what the new space looks like. Please visit the web-site for a virtual tour of the school where you will be able 

to see the new sandpit area. 

 

Kind Regards 

Wendy Jackson (Principal)  

 

 

 



Some art work from our students learning remotely  

 


