
 
 
16 June 2021 
 
Dear parents and carers,  
 

Welcome to the second last week of the term. Reports are being finalised and I am currently reading them. 
They will be sent home on Wednesday of next week and parent/teacher interviews will take place early next 
term.  
 

Walking School Bus 
I understand there was some confusion around whether it was running or not last Thursday. I apologise for 
this as the cancellation was only posted on Facebook on Thursday morning.  I now realise that not everyone 
accesses this for communication and a number of students were waiting at the stops. Thank you to the parent 
who provided the feedback around this. 
  

On reflection, it has been decided that a call will be made on Wednesday’s and published in the newsletter. 
This will be done in line with the weather forecast, as it stands on the Wednesday. Of course, if it is raining 
on Thursday morning, despite it not being cancelled, it will not go ahead. The Walking School bus will be 
running tomorrow and a big thank you to Mrs Cole for the energy she is putting into reinvigorating this 
program. Physical activity is important and we do need to encourage students to be as active as possible.   
 
Pupil Free Day - Friday  
Staff undertook a productive day of professional development around the refugee experience and how we 
can support students from a non-English background in the classroom. Doctor Andy Lovett, a paediatrician, 
also presented around Attention Deficit Disorder and Autism Spectrum Disorder.  
The school has four pupil free days per year. The first one is on the first day of Term 1 every year. There is 
another day planned for the 13 August, which will focus on the teaching of writing.  This is yet to be approved 
by School Council and will be the last for the year. I am presuming that Out of Hours School Care will be 
running on this day.  
 
Bullying 
This week our wellbeing sessions have focused on teaching students what bullying is and how to respond to 
it.  
 

The national definition of bullying for Australian schools says: Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse 
of power in relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or social behaviour that intends to cause 
physical, social and/or psychological harm.  It can involve an individual or a group misusing their power, or 
perceived power, over one or more persons who feel unable to stop it from happening.  Bullying can 
happen in person or online, it can be obvious or hidden.  Bullying behaviour is repeated.  Bullying of any 
form or for any reason can have immediate, medium and long-term effects on those involved, 
including bystanders.  Single incidents and conflict or fights between equals, whether in person or online, 
are not defined as bullying.  
 

Talking and teaching about bullying through everyday opportunities is the best way to make it clear that 
bullying is never ok. Talking about bullying means it can't be hidden or overlooked in the busy school 
environment. Conversations provide opportunities for students to raise issues that adults may not have 
noticed, and to discuss concerns before they become long-term and entrenched. 
 

Regards, 
 
Wendy Jackson 
Principal 


