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Congratulations to all these  
Students for their achievements & 

contributions  
 

PREP 2010ðINFORMATION SESSION  
It was great to see so many parents at our first 
orientation session today. The next session is on 
Wednesday 11 November.  
 
This year we still have room for a few more 
Preps starting next year.  Please pass this 
information onto any of your friends/relatives who 
have a child starting in 2010. 
I welcome the opportunity to meet any parents to 
discuss our school, the questions you may have 
and also provide you with a tour.  
Phone 54 435 353 for an appointment. 
 

VISITING AUTHORðDavid Schwartz  
David grew up in New York and Long Island in the 50ôs 
& 60ôs. He was fascinated by both the biggest and 
smallest of things in the Universe. He studied at 
Cornell University majoring in biology. He started 
writing books for children reflecting his love of 
numbers & natureðhe has done this to an exciting & 
fun way. Books likeð óHow much is a Million?ô ; G is 
for Googolô (A maths alphabet book) and óQ is for 
Quarkô (A science alphabet book).  
ñChildren love numbers,ò Schwartz says, ñand when 
they see how numbers connect to their everyday lives, 
they can get really excited about math.ò At schools, he 
uses amusing props to make mathematical concepts 
come alive as he leads his audience on a fascinating 
journey through a world where mathematics opens 
doors to understanding the world.  
David is visiting Speci on Thursday 26th Nov. 
 

 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

The most precious of all possessions is a wise and 
loyal friend.  

 

Doug Jones   
Principal  
 

 

Dear Parents, 

 
SPECI FOR LIFE RELAYðPresentation  
On Monday at our weekly assembly we presented 
your kind donations to Mr. Bryan Baker  
representing the Bendigo Radiotherapy Unit . 
Thank you again to all of you for supporting this 
yearôs Speci for Life relay. Mr. Baker was very 
pleased to receive the donation. He said the 
money will go toward a new frame to support 
patients who require radiation treatment. Our 
donation of $204 is the first contribution to the 
fund. 
 

Dates to Rememberé 
Thur 5 Nov - Peace Picnic  

Wed 11 Nov - Prep 2010 Second orientation 
Thur 12 Nov - Incursion (Shake, Rhubarb n Roll)  
Wed 18 Nov - Prep 2010 Third orientation 
Mon  16 Nov - School Council 

Fri 20  Nov - School Fair  

Thurs 26 Nov - Incursion  David Schwartz (Author)  
Mon 30  Nov - Parents & Friends meeting 2.15pm 
Mon/Fri 7-11 Dec - Year Prep ï 5 orientation week 
Mon  7 Dec - School Council meeting 
Tues 8 Dec - Statewide orientation Day  
Thurs 10 Dec - Junior Arts Share 12noon 

Tues 15 Dec - Year 6 Graduation 
Fri 18 Dec - Last school day for 2009 
 
STARS OF THE WEEK  
The Star of the Week awards were presented on 
Monday 2nd November to:  
PG  -  Tiahna P  
PQ  -  Lachlan M  
P/1B  -  Charlie P  
1/2 H  -  Kayla F  
1/2 M Y -  Caeleb J  
3/4B  -  Aaron RB  
3/4JG  -  Tyler R  
3/4NG -  Shelby L  
3/4J  -  Darcy W  
5/6B  -  Brianna E  
5/6M  -  Teesha S 
 

Principalôs Award - Daimen W  (PG) 
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Peace Picnic 
Tomorrow the school will hold its annual 
Peace Picnic. You are invited to come along 
and share a picnic or sausage sizzle lunch with your child. 
The lunch will begin at 11.00 am.  
At 11.45am there will be a short assembly. Students will be 
awarded Peace Prizes, the School Choir and a Circus group 
will perform. Not the Unicycle Group, as advertised in the 
previous note. The assembly will be addressed by Aunty 
Lynne and the Aboriginal Flag raised for the first time at the 
school.  
 

Breakfast Program  
¶ Thursday 5th Nov. for an 8.15am start 

in the Multi Purpose Room.  All 
children must arrive at the program by 8.30am.   

¶ Only children who have already returned their 
permission slips can attend. 

 

ONLY 15 DAYS TO THE SCHOOL 
FAIR 

 
School Fair 
The Fair is approaching fast. Please consider the ways in 
which you can assist us to make the event a successful 
one. Please encourage your friends and family to come 
along and enjoy the School Fair. 
 
Hamper Raffle 
We are planning on raffling a grocery hamper at the fair. 
Tickets will also be sent home before the Fair. We are 
asking families to donate a grocery item for the hamper. 
These items can be left at the front office. 
Donations 
Presently we are looking for donations from local 
businesses for competition and raffle prizes. If you can 
assist us in this area could you please contact Wendy 
Jackson at the school. 
 
Plant Stall 
Thankyou to those families who have potted plants for 
the Fair already. If you have produce or plants that you 
can donate to the stall please let Judi Garwood from 3/4C 
know. 
 
Volunteer 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
assist them with their class activity in any way. 
 
Wendy Jackson 
Acting Assistant Principal 

 

 
CLASS NEWS 

 
JUNIOR NEWS 
Thank you for sending along water bottles with the children. 
Apart from helping them concentrate on their work it is vital to 
ƪŜŜǇ ƘȅŘǊŀǘŜŘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘƻǘǘŜǊ Řŀȅǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
been experiencing. This week was the first of the Prep 
Orientation days. It was great to see so many of them enjoying 
their morning here at school. 
Our Gym program is now finished. The children enjoyed this 

experience and the opportunity to explore the fabulous 

equipment at the gym. 

Corey, Jenny, Julian, Julie, Katie, Kylie, Lisa, Sandy, Teresa 

WELLBEING MONTH  

 

Peace Picnic 
¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ tŜŀŎŜ tƛŎƴƛŎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ 
event that acknowledges the way in which the school 
works towards creating a peaceful environment for 
staff, students and parents. It is a celebration of the 
ideal school that we all work hard towards achieving. A 
school community that is able to work and play          
together in a peaceful manner.  
At Specimen Hill we acknowledge that we all will have 
differences of opinions and ideas, but through our   
Wellbeing Programs and school rules we encourage  
students, staff and parents to work out these             
differences with each other in a peaceful manner.     
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ΨƴŀƳŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊǎΩ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
that are physically or emotionally hurting them. Our 
Peer Mediators work hard to resolve issues that         
students may be having with each other. Students are 
encouraged to resolve issues through talking them 
through in a calm manner, with or without the              
assistance of staff, rather than resorting to yelling or 
ΨǇǳǘ ŘƻǿƴǎΩΦ hǳǊ ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ 
these ideas in the classroom, as does our Wellbeing   
Officer Bernadette Wright.  
Our school rules strongly underpin these values that we 
strongly believe in. We do not tolerate physical or          
verbal violence towards others in our classrooms or in 
the playground. We strongly encourage students not to 
retaliate, but to work with teachers towards resolving 
issues in a calm and positive manner. Retaliation only 
leads to the escalation of situations in which there are 
no winners.  
This week we are also celebrating diversity. We are       
encouraging students to celebrate and respect the 
uniqueness of individuals. Although we all have many 
differences, we all still have the need to be treated with 
respect and tolerance.   
We acknowledge and thank parents for working and 

supporting us with this peaceful, but strong approach. 

These are life skills that we all need in our lives.  
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 SENIOR NEWS 
Grade 3/4  

We had a fantastic trip to the Werribee Zoo last Thursday. 
A highlight was certainly the safari bus tour that took us 
around the open plains areas to see animals such as 
bison, giraffes, zebras and rhinoceros. Children also 
attended an educational session where we were able to 
learn more about endangered animals and how we can 
play our part in looking after habitats to encourage 
animals to live there. We were able to see some animals 
up close and we were given 4 small plants called 
Kangaroo Grass to take away and plant at school (some 
grades have already done this in their gardening session 
this week.) See page 4 for photos. 
  
Gym has come to an end with the final session finishing 
last Friday. It was a great opportunity for students to 
learn and practise new skills. 
 
The school Peace Picnic will be held tomorrow with some 
grade 3/4 students participating in the choir and in the 
3/4B circus group. Students will eat lunch together as a 
whole school and enjoy some light entertainment.  
 
Grades are getting prepared for the school fair which is 
coming up on Friday the 20th of November. Each class is 
responsible for running an activity on the day. Some 
children will be helping advertise their stall / event 
throughout the coming weeks with others helping out on 
the day. All students are encouraged to bring along items 
to donate to various grades that require donations. 
 
Thanks  
Tina Spence, Natalie Gleeson, Judy Garwood, Craig 
Barker. 
 
Grade 5/6 
The Peace Picnic is on Thursday (tomorrow) 
which should be a very peaceful day. The 
choir and circus will perform and there will 
be a, sausage sizzle and lot's more!  
 
The preps for 2010 will be coming to our 
school on a Wednesday for three weeks 
starting today. So please be mindful that 
they might not know some of the school rules.  
 
Maddison & Jessikah (5/6 reporters)  

 
 

 

 
 

OTHER SCHOOL NEWS 
 

PERFORMING ARTS 
Junior Arts Share for students in Years Prep, 1 & 2 will 

be on Thursday 10 th  December at 12pm in the schoolõs 

Multi -Purpose Room. Keep this date free and come 

along and enjoy what these students have been busily 

working on. 

Years 5&6 are working in groups to develop short plays 

and a choreographed dance incorporating two different 

styles.  

Years 3&4 are exploring the notion of power through 

role play and stories.  

Julian Regan 

OVERDUE LIBRARY BOOKS        
Prep G  Prep Q  Prep/1B 
Tahlia B  Jasmin B  Hudson S 
Ben B   Callum G-R  Antonio C 
Alan B  Blaze H  Michael C 
Mitchell R  Kira H   Lily I 
   Ziontelle L  William M x 2 
   Dylan M  Ethan P 
   Zak O   Riley P 
   Ella T   Charlie P 
   Brandon W  Harvey R 
      Tara S 
 
Grade 1/2H  Grade 1/2M  Grade 1/2S 
James H  Kayne B  Dylan B 
Jasmin A  Trey L  Kaisha B 
Declin M-P  Brooklyn R  Chelsea C 
   Aidan K  Rhiley M 
      Grace N 
      Jessica S 
Grade 3/4G     Sarah S 
Jacob C x 2     Casey M 
Maddison S     Tyler E 
      Tynan G 
 
Grade 3/4J  Grade 3/4C 
Siahnna A x 2 Ryan H 
Lucas P  Becky D x 2 
Poppie K-B  Thomas G x 2 
Shona S x 2 
Dylan C 
Brock R 
Kody M x 2 
Cassandra M x 2 

 
Thanks 
Sandy 

CHOCOLATE FROGS 

Chocolate frogs will be on sale every 

Wednesday for $1 just before the last bell of 

the day. We still have several full boxes if 

anyone would like to take one to sell.  See 

Kaye at the office . 

BBQ LUNCH TOMORROW 

FOR PEACE PICNIC  
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WANTED 
The Speci Garden program would like donations of 
potsðassorted sizes and pieces of shade cloth to put 
over our vegetable beds. Please leave at the office or see 
Mandy Pickering. 

and 
Clean ice cream and margarine containers for the office. 

 

SHAKE RHUBARB ôNõ ROLL 

Thursday 12 th  November at 9.30am.  

Genevieve has got a show to produce, a healthy eating 

show. The large sugar family all desperately want to be in 

the show. Genevieve finds herself using all her 

negotiating powers to balance out the content of the 

production, giving the fresh fruit and vegetables 

prominent roles while convincing the refined sugars that 

they can make a brief appearance. The show concludes 

with the ôFantastic Food Folliesõ, a colourful marionette 

cabaret. Itõs all set to toe tapping music and each of the 

marionettes do something unexpected to astonish and 

amaze and of course promote healthy eating and 

exercise.  

SHOPPING TRIP 
This year 45 ladies boarded the Speci Hill 
Shopping Tour bus at 6.30am and headed off 
to Melbourne for another fantastic day of 
shopping with Tartan Tours.  We visited about 
10 factory outlets selling clothes, shoes, 
Manchester, kitchen ware, gifts, toys, jewellery, leather goods, 
etc. and once again enjoyed delicious cakes and slices for 
morning and afternoon tea as well as a delicious lunch at the 
Castle Hotel in North Melbourne. 
We arrived back at Speci about 9pm tired and loaded up 
with shopping bags and a profit of approx $1100 for the 
school.  Everyone agreed they had a fantastic day and would 
be on next yearõs trip. 
Thank you to everyone who participated in this outing for 
being great company and helping to raise funds for our 
school. 
For those who missed out this year I have made a booking for  
October 9th 2010.  the cost will be similar to this year but I will 
know an exact figure early in the new year.  I already have 
about 10 names on the list so if you are interested mark the 
date on your calendar and give your name and contact 
details to the office ladies. 
Bu Turpie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CANTEEN ROSTER 
 

CANTEEN DUTY: 

5th Nov. - BBQ Peace Picnic 

9th Nov. - Tricia & Kerry 

12th Nov. - Tricia & Carol 

 

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE NEWS 

 

After School Care operates from 3.15pm - 6.00pm 

Please ring Rachel on 0447 788 636 (please note new num-

ber) for Bookings/Cancellations. 

OSHC PAYMENTS ARE DUE THIS FRIDAY 6th        

OCTOBER 

 

Program: 

Thurs. 5th Nov,  - Rice Snacks & Dip / Drama Activities 

Fri. 6th Nov..   -  Chips / Movie 

Mon. 9th Nov.  -  Kabana, Cheese & Biscuits / Kids Choice 

Tues. 10th Nov.  -  Fruit & Jelly / Crystal Hunting 

Wed. 11th Nov.  -  Icy Poles / Outside Play 

 

Before School Care operates from 6.30am - 8.40am.  Please 

ring Anika on 0438 062 561 for bookings.   
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