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Parents & Friends meeting Mon. 10 Aug. 2

Dear Parents,

At Specimen Hill P.S. we offer a
range of what is known as 6 ExCuari c
subjects / activities. The only problem is that often
they are seen as just part of the normal curriculum.
So what are extra -curricular  subjects/
activities?
They are in fact extra to the mainstream subjects
we are required to offer.

This i s a {Ciugtricacful @EXt rs
activities offered at Specimen Hill PS;

School choir

Volleyball

Circus Skills

Movie Making & Animation
Tournament of the Minds
Netball

Excursion program
Instrumental Music Program
Gardening Program

School Camp Program
Basketball

Cross Age Tutoring & Buddy Progre
School Leadership Program
Peer Support Program
Interschool Sport opportunities
Incursions

To o o Bo Do Do Do Do Do Do Do Do Do Do Do Do

It is surprising to see just how many activities our
school offers which are outside the standard
curriculum. We have our wonderful staff &
parent volunteers to thank for providing such a
range of extra -curricular activities!

Thank you & well done!!

STARS OF THE WEEK
The Star of the Week awards will be presented
next week - Monday 3 August.

NATIONAL SCHOOL PRIDE (NSP)

As part of the $125,000 we have been able to

lj)l?ta‘;nrtgrough the NSP program we are now
moving on projects for our school.

One important item identified by School Council and
now our Master Planning was to cover our
basketball court. | have just confirmed the
appointment of a contractor to complete this work.
Work will take place in the next school holiday
break, ready for use in Term 4 2009.

aJSBJ?e%t%atn% our/NetbaII/basketbaII teams will have
protection from the rain in winter and the sun in

summer.

BUNNINGS& NO DIG GARDEN

Thanks to the four staff from Bunnings who came
out to help us install
students was selected from Prep to Year 6 to help
install the new garden bed. Bunnings also supplied
all the materials (including drink bottles for
students). Bunnings is also supplying the seedlings
for the garden. We will plant them in a couple of
weeks.

)

HEALTHY BREAKFAST PROGRAM

Thanks to Mrs. Craig for organizing the first of many
Healthy Breakfasts for students at Speci. She was
well supported by other staff. We had lots of

our
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children come along!! They all enjoyed the most
important meal of the day - Breakfast!

The Healthy Breakfast program will continue each
Thursday.

INCURSIONG MUSIC IS FUN

Thanks to Mr. Regan for organizing the fabulous
incursion last weekd Music is Fun Band. And it was
Fun! We were joined by students & teachers from
Marong P.S. with lots of students from both schools
getting involved.

ENROLMENTS (PREP 2010)

We have sent letters home to parents informing them of
their chil dods pl aThie yeartwe Silp ¢
have room for a few more Preps starting next year.
Please pass this information onto any of your friends/
relatives who have a child starting in 2010.

| welcome the opportunity to meet any parents to
discuss our school, the questions you may have and
also provide you with a tour.

Phone 54 435 353 for an appointment.

Dates to Rememberé
Fri 7 Aug - EMA 2nd semester applic. due
Mon 10 Aug - Parents & Friends mtg 2.15pm
Mon 17  Aug - School Council

Sat 22 Aug - Tournament of the Minds

Mon/Fri 24-28 Aug - Book Weekd Book Safari
Mon/Fri 31Aug/4Sept- Literacy & Numeracy Week
Tues/Wed 8/9 Sept - Year 5/6 Production

Mon 14  Sept - School Council

Fri 18 Sept - Lastday Term 3

EMA (Education Maintenance Allowance)
EMA applications for Semester 2 are available from the
school office.

KEEP US UPDATED!

Have you changed address, phone numbers
(especially mobile phones) or your occupation?

If so, we need to know this information ASAP. Please send
a note along or come into the school office so we can
update this information on our system.

What is homework at Speci?

At Specimen Hill P.S. we have a homework policy which
is in line with what is expected by the Department of
Education. The concept of homework has changed from
the days when many of our parents were at school. The
homework we expect is around meaningful activities
which support classroom practice.

Home reading is the most important homework we
expect each child to complete each night (or at least 5
nights a week). Reading to your children, them reading
to you or them reading independently each night is
extremely i mportant! Som
homework but it is the most effective way to support your
child's development in these early years.

The next priority we have is for special projects or
classroom themes. Students do a lot of extra research
and planning at homed the Year 6 students on their
Netbooks! In the junior grades students may be asked to

our

talk to their family about certain thematic topics, bring
items along to share or take home a classroom activity

to

Homework has changed but the problems or practice is
more relevant.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Th

we do fall.

Doug Jones
Principal

SCHOOL FAIR

Fri

share or work on.

e greatest value is not in falling but in rising again when

day November 20th - 4pm to 6:30pm.

T
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If

equipment that would be greatly appreciated.
Otherwise the school can supply materials for you to use.
Other support that we will be requiring closer to the date

wil
1
1

Th
Di

(Fair Committee)

"

Calling all parents, grandparents and friends. If you
are able to help out with items or providing a service
that could help us with the school fair could you please
fill out the slip below or contact Di Craig at school

Ways you could help
Woodwork skills
Sewing to make aprons, embroidered towels/face
washers/headbands/baby clothes
Jewellery
Paper/crafts - cards, tags, note books
Any other craft skills such as frames, soap, bath
bombs, candles
Gardening - potting up cuttings, seeds/seedlings
Gardening produce
Decorated pots
Knitting / crocheting
you are able to donate any supplies / materials or

| be:
Gourmet cakes/slices
Assistance with operating stalls

ankyou for your support.
Craig

SCHOOL FAIR :

bt YSY lIJlIJlJJLIJllJlIJllJlJJlIJllJLIJlIJUJlIJllJLIJlIJLIJkLILIJLIJll
Phone:

| can assist with

| can supply

| would like the school to provide me with I
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BREAKFAST PROGRAM

1 Tomorrow for an 8.15am start in the
Multi Purpose Room. All children
must arrive at the program by 8.30am.

1 Only children who have already
returned their permission slips can attend.

1 Staff helpers - Bernadette, Mr. Jones, Mrs.
Blackley, Miss Heard and Mrs. Craig.

1 Thankyou to Mrs. Brown & Ms. MacDonald for their
help last week.

Di Craig

JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL & Last Week

Junior School Council members will be selling products in
support of the Junior Diabetes Foundation each morning
(before school) at 8:45am in the Multi Purpose room.
Items are:

Items Cost

Jelly Baby Lollies $2.00

Badge $2.00

Wristbands $2.00

Pins $3.00

Lip Balm $3.00

Bear Key Tags $6.00

Key Rings $6.00
Reminder: If lollies are purchased they must remain in the
childds bag until the end o

CLASS NEWS

JUNIOR NEWS

Animals is the current topic of interest in the Junior
Depart ment where theyore i
animals, their family groupings, life cycles, habitats, food
chains and special features. Investigations provide the
children many opportunities to think about their learning
and share their thoughts and findings with the other
children.

Reading with your child and listening to them read is
extremely important. We keep pushing this but it is true
that these two things will do more to help your child at
school than anything else. Please keep this practice up in
these early years of schooling because the benefits for
your child are immense.

Corey, Jenny, Julian, Julie, Katie, Kylie, Lisa, Sandy,
Teresa

SENIOR NEWS

Grade 3/4

A fabulous day of fun and sport was had by all Year 3 and
4 students at the Athletic Sports yesterday.

Congratulations to all students who participated. In
particular congratulations to Rusty and Kayley who
received a perfect score of 24. Thankyou to Mr Warne for
organising the sports day from the 3/ 4 team and students.
Also, a reminder that the Basketball Side Line Challenge is
on this Friday. The first twenty students to return
permission forms for this event will attend. There is no cost
attached.

This week is the first week of The 21 Fact Challenge. If
students know their 2x, 5x, 10x and 1x tables, students
then only need to learn 21 other table facts to know all
their tables. This is recognising that 6 x 7 is the same as 7
X 6, so if you know one of these facts, you know another
fact. It is only necessary for students to learn tables to 10,
as the 11 and 12 times tables are a hangover from the
days of feet and inches and pounds, shillings and pence.
The aim of the challenge is for each child to recall the 21
necessary facts, as well as improve the speed at which
they recall these facts. The challenge is for each child to
improve their own knowledge. This challenge does not
involve competing against other students, only trying to
improve their own performance. The facts to be learnt this
week are 3 x 3 =9, 4 x 3 =12 and 4 x 4= 16. Please work
on helping your child to remember these facts.

A reminder to
reading on a regular basis.

pl ease keep

Wendy, Craig, Natalie, Lorraine

Grade 5/6

Grade 3-6 Sports Day went very well. This
year was the first time we included javelin

in the sports. Thank you to the parents who
came along and helped Mr. Warne.

b- OOEA EO &OT R ETAOOOEII
was very entertaining for all. Students were
involved with singing and performing.

Grade 5/6S are currently involved in setting

up shared small businesses. We are working on
the shop front and a spreadsheet for handling
money.

The Commonwealth Bank will be visiting us on
4EOOOAAU Ol AEOAOGOO
society.

m

5/6 News Team - Jessikah & Bronte

This weeks 3 Fact challenges

OTHER SCHOOL NEWS

PERFORMING ARTS

Last Thursday The Music Is Fun Band entertained us for
well over an hour. It was a performance packed with
songs, props, costumes, dancing and humour. It was
enjoyed by all children from Prep to Year Six as well as
t he adul ts. There was
definitely be looking to book them again!

Years 5&6 are busily working on their production of
Suburban Circus which will be staged at school on the
evenings of Tues 8" and Wed 9" Sept ember .
been busily practising group songs and choreography with
opportunities for individuals to showcase their talents. It

Oour chil drenés future I n
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will be a spectacular show with staging, costumes, lighting,
sound and a few surprises. Tickets for this event will go on
sale shortly.

Years 1&2 are currently working on a space theme with a
fantastic idea for their presentation in Term 4. Preps have
been studying animals and their movements. Years 3&4 are
moving into choreography.

Julian Regan
LIBRARY NEWS - OVERDUE BOOKS

These children all have overdue books. Could they please
be returned immediately.

Prep G Prep Q Prep/1B

Tyran A Aleisha G Georgina F

Tahlia B Kira H Darien Mc

Alan B Ziontelle L Hudson S

Lauren L Kaylem P-M Renee P

Darcy R EllaT Trey A

Mitchell R Antonio C

Michael C

Grade 1/2M Grade 1/2H Ruby E

Kayne B Shania B Marli F

Riley M James H Lily |

Brooklyn R Jasmin A William M

Jayden M Shanae C Riley P
Portia H Charlie P

Grade 1/2S Harvey R

Chelsea C Grade 3/4B Grace W

Jessica S Xavier B Zara W

Tynan G Dacoda M-G (2)

Lincon P Shauna M Grade 3/4C

Thomas G (2)

Grade 3/4G Grade 3/4J Indianna W

Ellie A (2) Kye K

Caleb E Poppie K-B

Caleb B Dylan C Grade 5/6B

Jacob C (2) Brock R Gage B

Mitchell C

Maddison S (2)  Grade 5/6M

Kailaka G (2) Emma P

Zane M (2)

Joshua R

Paris S

Thankyou

Sandy Young

PE NEWS

School Volleyball

*  Player Cost: Registration $15 / $4 per game.

* Games are played on
at the Schweppes Centre.

*  Training for the Speci Diggers will be held on Tuesday
nights at 3.20 in the school multi purpose room. Training
will finish at approximately 4pm.

* Parents are urged to be prompt in picking up the
students after training and games.

* |If there are any questions please contact Corey at
school or your <childés

Corey Warne

S e D@y
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IMMUNISATION CERTIFICATES
We require an immunisation certificate for your chi
(letters have gone home today to those families id%
concerned ) by Friday 8th August.

A
A A A R R R R

BUNNINGS VISIT-Speci 6s Dig G
Questions asked -

What part of making a no dig garden did you like
most?

What kind of things did you do?

What did you learn?

6No

| enjoyed watering the plants.

| put down compost.

| learnt how to make a no dig garden. Thomas

| liked putting down the black dirtd compost.

We put the paper down, then the lucerne and fertilizer.
I learnt how to make a no dig garden. Michael

| liked watering the garden.

We helped put down lucerne.

| learnt how to make plants growd plants need sunlight
and water. James

| liked wetting the newspaper and dressing up in the

mask and apron.

We spread the mulch over the garden.

I |l earnt
Georgia

Reported by Jessica and Bronte 5/6S

that you donot h a

nice.

vV e
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CANTEEN ROSTER

On Ag Li CANTEEN DUTY:
31st July- Sheridan

3rd Aug.- Tricia & Cassandra

4th Aug.- Martine

5th Aug.- Michelle

6th Aug.- Tricia, Margaret & Moya
7th Aug.- Sheridan

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE NEWS
. . . After School Careoperates from 3.15pr6.00pm
SpeC| H||| Shopp|ng Tour Please ring Rachel on 0414 068 475 for Bookings/
. . . | Cancellations.
O'nce again G_rade 1_/2 S/W in CONJUNEH It please note that ASC now has bookings available on
tion with Bu is running the shopping Fridays.
tour as part of the schools fundraising

Before School Careoperates from 6.30arB.40am. Pleas
program. ring Anika on 0438 062 561 for bookings. “
Why not join us for a day of fun
and bargain hunting? COMMUNITY NOTICES
Includes
Bus trip to Melbourne. L : :
A full day guided tour to approx. 12 Go Fishing Victoria |
factory outlets. Catch a new Hobby!
Great discounts. L
Morning and afternoon tedsdeli- w@ Free ';aer;'ielalr':th'ng

cious homemade cakes and slicf
2 course lunch at a hotel with a glass of wine or it

)

% (?@ Kennington Reservoir

drink plus tea or coffee. )

Free raffle lots of prizes. E Sunday 9th August
Good company and lots of fun. 2009
Date : Saturday Oct 102009 9am - 4pm
Cost : $55.00
Why not pay it off? Just a few 1 Activities for the whole family
i 1 Cooking demonstrations
dollars a month and you will be § Fishing prizes and giveaways
able to have a great day out, 1 Instructed fishing workshops for
loads of fun and take advantage children(416 years)
fb . : t fact 1 Casting and knot tying clinics
O1 Dargalin prices at 1actory 1 Stalls and displays
outlets.

Call 136 186 to pre -register
Limited workshop places available
Artroom No fishing license required by registered

participants on the day

All fishing equipment supplied

See Mrs Smart, Kaye at the office Or Bu Turpie in th‘

R — ]
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